TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD, NH
PLANNING BOARD
Notice of Public Hearing

Zoning Ordinance Changes

Notice is hereby given that the Springfield Planning Board will hold a public hearing on Thursday,
January 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the Memorial Building at 2750 Main Street, Springfield, NH. to
discuss the following proposed zoning ordinance amendments/changes.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 1

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 1 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article VI Section 6.21 Permitted Design.
This amendment is intended to make clear that the regulation of driveways is the responsibility
of the Planning Board under NH RSA 236:13 V., and that the “Springfield Driveway
Regulations” approved by the Planning Board apply.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

6.21 Permitted-Design- Driveways — see Springfield Driveway Regulations




PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 2

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 2 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article VI Section 6.22 Uses Permitted by
Special Exception. This amendment is intended to make clear that the regulation of driveway
standards is the responsibility of the Planning Board under NH RSA 236:13 V., and that the
“Springfield Driveway Regulations” approved by the Planning Board apply.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

6.22 Uses Permitted by Special Exception

Driveways crossing Overlay Districts shall meet the standards in the Springfield Driveway
Regulations abeve-standards and may be permitted by the Zoning Board of Adjustment as
provided under sections 4.14, 4.23, and 4.30.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 3

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 3 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article V Section 5.10 Home Occupation
and Acrticle V Section 5.20 Home Business as required by RSA672:1 V. These amendments are
intended to make clear that family or group family child care are to be allowed as an accessory
use to any primary use, subject to a conditional use permit.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

5.10 Home Occupation

Add Requirement M - Family or group family child care shall be allowed as an accessory use to any
primary residential use, subject to a conditional use permit per Article VIII Section 8.22.

5.20 Home Business

Add Requirement P - Family or group family child care shall be allowed as an accessory use to any
primary residential use, subject to a conditional use permit, not Site Plan Review, per Article VIII Section
8.22.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 4

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 4 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article X1I Miscellaneous Provisions to
allow the Planning Board to fix typographical and punctuation errors that have occurred over the
years and may occur in the future. It will also allow the Planning Board to modify the numbering
systems of sections so they are consistent among articles and to rearrange sections as needed for
logical ordering. There will be no substantive changes to the Zoning Ordinance.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

Article XI1 Miscellaneous Provisions

Add:

The Planning Board has the authority to correct typographical and punctuation errors in this
Zoning Ordinance and to assign and modify numbering and sections of this Zoning Ordinance
provided that no substantive changes to the ordinance shall occur as a result of the changes.




PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 5

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 5 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article XII Miscellaneous Provision to
allow for the automatic update of references in the Zoning Ordinance to New Hampshire Revised
Statutes Annotated (RSA) to reflect the most recent update unless otherwise specified.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

Article XI1 Miscellaneous Provisions

Add:

All references to New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) in this Zoning Ordinance
will be understood to be the latest updated version, i.e. “as amended”, unless specifically
exempted by this Ordinance.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 6

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 6 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article X1 Section 11.30 Public Notice
Requirements due to changes in New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) 676:7 to
reflect the most recent update.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

Avrticle X1 Section 11.30 Public Notice Requirements

Prior to exercising its power to grant an administrative appeal, special exception or variance or waiver,
the Zoning Board of Adjustment shall hold a public hearing. The public hearing shall be held within 38
45 days of the receipt of the application requesting consideration by the Board (RSA 676:7 II).

Notice must be sent by-certified verified mail to all interest holders not fewer less than five days before
the date of the hearing. Notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation not fewer less
than five days before the date of the hearing and shall indicate time and place of meeting and shall
indicate what relief is being sought. Where possible, there should be reference to the Ordinance sections
under which a special exception is being sought or from which a variance or waiver is being sought or
under which an administrative appeal is being taken (RSA 676:7 1).

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 7

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 7 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article XI Section 11.50 Decisions of the
Board due to changes in New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) 676:3 to reflect the
most recent update.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

Avrticle X1 Section 11.50 Decisions of the Board

Per RSA 676:3:



The Board shall issue a final written decision which either approves or disapproves an
application for a local permit and make a copy of the decision available to the applicant. The
decision shall include specific written findings of fact that support the decision. If the application
is not approved, the Board shall provide the applicant with written reasons for the disapproval. If
the application is approved with conditions, the Board shall include in the written decision a
detailed description of all conditions necessary to obtain final approval.

Whenever the Board votes to approve or disapprove an application or deny a motion for
rehearing, the minutes of the meeting at which such vote is taken, including the written decision
containing the reasons therefor and all conditions of approval, shall be placed on file in the
Board's office and shall be made available for public inspection within 5 business days of such
vote.

Whenever a plat is recorded to memorialize an approval issued by the Board, the final written
decision, including all conditions of approval, shall be recorded with or on the plat.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No. 8 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article X1 Section 11.60 Rehearings due
to changes in New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) 677:2 and 677:3 to reflect the
most recent update.

This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):

Avrticle XI Section 11.60 Rehearings

Per RSA 677:2:

Within 30 days after any order or decision of the zoning board of adjustment, or any decision of
the local legislative body or a board of appeals in regard to its zoning, the selectmen, any party to
the action or proceedings, or an abutter as defined by RSA 672:3 may apply for a rehearing in
respect to any matter determined in the action or proceeding, or covered or included in the order,
specifying in the motion for rehearing the ground therefor; and the board of adjustment, a board
of appeals, or the local legislative body, may grant such rehearing if in its opinion good reason
therefor is stated in the motion. This 30-day time period shall be counted in calendar days
beginning with the date following the date upon which the board voted to approve or disapprove
the application in accordance with RSA 21:35; provided however, that if the moving party shows
that the minutes of the meeting at which such vote was taken, including the written decision,
were not filed within 5 business days after the vote pursuant to RSA 676:3, 11, the person
applying for the rehearing shall have the right to amend the motion for rehearing, including the
grounds therefor, within 30 days after the date on which the written decision was actually filed.
If the decision complained against is that made by a town meeting, the application for rehearing
shall be made to the board of selectmen, and, upon receipt of such application, the board of
selectmen shall hold a rehearing within 30 days after receipt of the petition. Following the



rehearing, if in the judgment of the selectmen the protest warrants action, the selectmen shall call
a special town meeting.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 8 - continued

Per RSA 677:3:

A motion for rehearing made under RSA 677:2 shall set forth fully every ground upon which it is
claimed that the decision or order complained of is unlawful or unreasonable. No appeal from
any order or decision of the zoning board of adjustment, a board of appeals, or the local
legislative body shall be taken unless the appellant shall have made application for rehearing as
provided in RSA 677:2; and, when such application shall have been made, no ground not set
forth in the application shall be urged, relied on, or given any consideration by a court unless the
court for good cause shown shall allow the appellant to specify additional grounds.

Upon the filing of a motion for a rehearing, the board of adjustment, a board of appeals, or the
local legislative body shall within 30 days either grant or deny the application, or suspend the
order or decision complained of pending further consideration. Any order of suspension may be
upon such terms and conditions as the board of adjustment, a board of appeals, or the local
legislative body may prescribe. If the motion for rehearing is against a decision of the local
legislative body and if the selectmen, as provided in RSA 677:2, shall have called a special town
meeting within 25 days from the receipt of an application for a rehearing, the town shall grant or
deny the same or suspend the order or decision complained of pending further consideration; and
any order of suspension may be upon such terms and conditions as the town may prescribe.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 9
Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No.9 as proposed by the Planning
Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO
Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend Article VI Section 6.30 Off-Road Loading
and Parking and Article VI Section 6.31 Adequate Parking for Motor Vehicles to clarify that
parking for projects and locations subject to Site Plan Review or Conditional Use Permits are
regulated by those regulations, not the Zoning Ordinance. In addition, the number of required
parking spaces will now reflect new law as provided for by RSA 674:16-a.
This amendment is recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).
Proposed Changes (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or additions):
Avrticle VI Section 6.30 Off-Road Loading and Parking
Adequate off-road loading and parking shall be provided whenever any new use is established or
any existing use is enlarged in accordance with the standards and specifications used by the State
of New Hampshire. For projects or locations that are subject to Subdivision, Site Plan Review,
Conditional Use Permit, or other land use application by the Planning Board, those projects or
locations are subject to those regulations, not this Zoning Ordinance.
Article VI Section 6.31 Adequate Parking For Motor Vehicles
All dwelling units that are newly constructed or, if existing, are expanded (requiring the issue of
a Zoning Permit, including the establishment of an Accessory Dwelling Unit) shall be required to
provide for adequate off-street parking on the premises. The number of required Parking Spaces
(as defined in Article X111, Definitions herein) for each dwelling unit, including an Accessory
Dwelllng Unit, shaII be based on the prowsmns of RSA 674:16 and RSA 674:16-a.;-0nthe

3 Ay it For projects or
Iocatlons that are subject to Subd|V|S|on Slte Plan ReV|ew Condltlonal Use Permit, or other land
use application by the Planning Board, those projects or locations are subject to those
regulations, not this Zoning Ordinance.




PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 10

Ballot Question: Are you in favor of adoption of Amendment No.10 as proposed by the
Planning Board for the Springfield Zoning Ordinance? YES NO

Explanation: The Planning Board proposes to amend and/or add certain definitions contained
within Article XI11. Definitions.

These amendments are recommended by the Planning Board (vote 7-0).

Proposed Change in definitions #1 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or

additions):
Abutter — defined by RSA 672:3

Proposed Change in definitions #2 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or
additions):

Buffer

The protected area adjacent to wetlands and other surface waters in the Wetlands Conservation Overlay
District designed to remain vegetated in an undisturbed and natural condition to protect adjacent functions
and values from upland impacts and provide habitat for wildlife. All wetland buffers are measured along
the ground from the wetland boundary unless the average slope exceeds 25%, in which case the
horizontal distance of the buffer must be corrected for slope. Buffer also includes an area of land
separating distinct zoning districts or land uses that acts to soften or mitigate the effects of one land use
on the other.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 10 - continued

Proposed Change in definitions #3 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or

additions):

Driveway

of 25 into-the-property-and-the-width-ef the-driveway—See Springfield Driveway Regulations.

Note — a shared or common driveway cannot serve more than two (2) lots.

Proposed Change in definitions #4 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or
additions):

Short-term Rental

Any dwelling unit/residential dwelling unit (including but not limited to single-unit dwelling, unit in a
two-unit or multi-unit dwelling, ADU, manufactured home, and pre-site built unit, but excluding
Recreational Vehicle as defined herein), under any form of ownership, that is offered for a fee or other
compensation for occupancy for one or more periods of less than 30 consecutive days, whether as a
primary or accessory use. The use of any type of property as a short-term rental constitutes a type of
guest facility requiring a special exception and a site plan under this Ordinance and is classified as a




business/commercial use rather than as residential use. Short-term rentals do not count toward workforce
housing and are not a home occupation or a home business.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 10 - continued

Proposed Change in definitions #5 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or

additions):

Recreational Vehicle

Any building, structure, or vehicle designed and/or used for living or sleeping and/or recreational
purposes and equipped with wheels to facilitate movement from place to place, and automobiles when
used for living or sleeping purposes and including pickup truck coaches (campers), motor homes, boats,
travel trailers, and camping trailers not meeting the specifications for manufactured housing. A
recreational vehicle is not designed or permitted for use as a permanent dwelling. For the purposes of this
Ordinance a recreational vehicle shall not be considered to be a dwelling unit. A-~vehicle-which-is
Recreational vehicles shall also be construed to have the following characteristics:

1) A vehicle that is built on a single chassis;

3-2) Is designed to be self propelled or permanently towable-by-a-light-duty-truek; and

4 3) Is designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters
for recreational, camping, travel or seasonal use.

Proposed Change in definitions #6 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or
additions):

New definition: Undefined Terms — Undefined terms shall have their usual meaning, and the Planning
Board shall have the authority to settle disputes.

PLANNING BOARD PROPOSED AMENDMENT NO. 10 - continued

Proposed Change in definitions #7 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or
additions):

Building

Any structure whether portable, movable or fixed, built to form a shelter for persons, animals or property
of any kind. Building does not include Recreational Vehicle as defined herein.

Proposed Change in definitions #8 (crossed out are to be deleted; red are changes or

additions):

Tent or Recreational Vehicle Site

A designated area on a private lot for the placement of a tent or recreational vehicle (RV),
primarily intended for recreational camping purposes. Tent or RV sites are permitted for no more
than 14 consecutive days in a specific location on the lot. These sites are not intended for short-
term rentals and are used exclusively for temporary camping experiences, typically involving
outdoor leisure activities.

The Zoning Ordinance with proposed amendments is available at the Town Offices.



