
PLANNING BOARD          February 20, 2025 

MEMORIAL BUILDING           7:00 P.M.    

 

Board Members Present: Mike Howard, John Trachy, Darrin Patten, Ken Jacques, and Poul 

Heilmann.  Absent: Jen Roberts Vice Chair and Dan Saulnier 

Also present: Tim Josephson UVLSRP, Sandy Burke, Attorney for Sandy Burke, Ron Butcher, Janet 

and David Hausman, Rom Rowland, Peter and Ben Crowell, Malcom Milne, Whit Smith, Phil and 

Lori DeConinck  

7:05 Chairman Howard asked if Mr. Rowley was present to present to the Board his request for a Site 

Plan. Seeing that he was not present chairman Howard moved on to the Site Plan request by Peter and 

Ben Crowell for the installation of a wood fired boiler in a new building to replace the current boiler 

and existing building.  

Chairman Howard recognized Peter Crowell to speak to the project. 

The stack of the new boiler will be 48’ which is about 10’ shorter than the current stack. The noise 

decibel level output from the new boiler will be at or lower than the current. The traffic will be 

reduced due to deliveries from Rymes no longer needed as the new boiler will be fed with wood chips 

that are on site.  

Chairman Howard worked through the Existing Data checklist finding all but #9 was supplied by the 

applicant. Malcom Milne will email a copy of a vicinity map to Tamara Butcher and Tim Bray to 

include in the packet.  

Chairman Howard asked if the Board felt the application was complete to which Ken Jacques made a 

motion to accept the application as such, Poul Heilmann seconded the motion all Board members 

voted in favor of accepting application as complete.  

John Trachy questioned what fire suppression would be installed in the new building. Peter Crowell 

responded that nothing had been considered as all fire would be contained within the boiler, all fuel 

storage is within a concrete walled in area. The fuel will have a 60% moisture content. A sprinkler 

system may be added at a later date but not at this time due to the length of underground piping that 

will need to be run from the water supply area. There are currently several dry hydrants on the 

property to utilize if needed for fire suppression. The building and location are the least worrisome 

area for fire on the property.  

John Trachy questioned the operating pressure of the boiler. Peter Crowell responded that the boiler 

will be operating at 300 psi where the old boiler operated at 140 psi. The new boiler has several safety 

features to include blowoff values to protect it and those that might be around it.  

John Trachy questioned the noise that would be given off from the unit. Peter Crowell responded that 

they have had a noise study done but did not bring the report with them due to it having information 

that is not relevant to the current Site Plan application. A short summary of what they did look at was 

noise heard from the Mill at the Hausmann’s porch on Messer Hill Rd. Keeping noise to a minimum 

is and has always been a priority for the business, from instituting the back up notification system of 



puffs of air which they learned about 20 years ago to side venting the kilns instead of upward venting 

and increasing the efficiency of the vent fans to reduce noise. Noise is a product of energy loss and by 

reducing noise they reduce energy loss. Peter gave an example of his concern with noise that involved 

him being at home one night and hearing a noise coming from the direction of the Mill. He checked 

his phone to see if he could determine where it was coming from, thinking that something was not 

operating correctly, he was not able to see anything on the cameras at the mill. He then drove over 

and realized the noise he had been hearing was in fact the traffic on the highway.  

Chairman Howard requested a copy of the noise study be forwarded to the Board as they might be 

able to use some of the information in future hearings when dealing with businesses that generate 

noise. Peter was agreeable to the request once he had a chance to fully review and remove anything 

that was not useful.  

Chairman Howard recognized the Hausmann’s who stated they have always been very happy with the 

work the Mill does to go out of their way to be good neighbors.  

The Board discussed the height of the stack which at the current 56’ and the proposed 48’ is over the 

approved 35’ height. Tim Bray brought up that is an item the Board is able to waive. Darrin Patten 

moved to waive the restriction on the stack height to be no greater than the approved height granted 

by the State of NH. John Trachy seconded the motion all Board members present voted in favor of 

allowing the waiver.  

John Trachy questioned if the Fire Department needed training on how to deal with the new boiler. 

Peter Crowell responded that the new boiler has pressure relief valves which if needed will release 

pressure in the boiler automatically. He also stated that the fire department is always welcome to visit 

the Mill.  

Chairman Howard recognized Ron Butcher who stated the Board should approve the Site Plan as the 

Mill has always been good neighbors and has always gone out of their way to help and support the 

Town of Springfield.  

Chairman Howard asked if the Board was ready to vote on accepting the Site Plan presented by 

Durgin and Crowell. John Trachy moved to approve, Ken Jacques seconded the motion all Board 

members present voted in favor of approval with the following conditions:  

A. Vicinity map 

B. Fire Department walk through once building is constructed and boiling is in place 

C. Noise data submitted to the Town.   

------------------- 

Consultation with Clayton Platt regarding a two-lot subdivision request by James Dewkett. Property 

is located on George Hill Rd. Current lot size is 8.84. A local septic approval has been issued for the 

new lot on which Mr. Dewkett would like to build a single family residence on. The Board requested 

a copy of the State of NH approved septic and an easement for the current septic system which is 

located on the new lot but is service for the current house.  

------------------- 



 

Chairman Howard opened the hearing for a Site Plan request by Tyler Rowley for a Short-Term 

Rental of Guest Lodging business located at 2380 Main Street tax map 23, lot 612-271. The property 

received a Special Exception on January 7, 2025 with the following conditions. 

A. Quiet Hours from 10pm-7am 

B. Occupancy of no more than 6 people 

C. No more than 3 parked cars with designated parking spots and delineated signage  

Tim Bray walked the Board through the Site Plan map noting the items they typically request.  

Chairman Howard worked through the Existing Data checklist, the Board found everything to be in 

place. Chairman Howard asked Mr. Rowley if there would be any changes made to the property to 

which he responded there would not. Due to that Chairman Howard chose not to go through the 

Proposed checklist. John Trachy disagreed with that as the Board has always review the Proposed 

checklist and should do so this time. Ken Jacques did not agree because Mr. Rowley stated there 

would be no changes there was no need to review the checklist.  

Chairman Howard asked if the Board felt the application was complete to which Poul Heilmann 

moved to accept the application as complete, Ken Jacques seconded the motion. John Trachy voted 

opposed remaining Board members present voted in favor. Application accepted as complete.  

Extensive discussion of how and where to allow the parking of the 3 approved cars. The Board 

determined that the best location and direction would be front in at a slight angle to the structure. 

There will be posts located along the patio area with signage indicating parking spot A, B, and C. Mr. 

Rowley will communicate with all renters of the correct location and direction of parking allowed on 

the site.  

Discussion of where snow will be placed during the winter months as the east section of the property 

is directly in front of Sandy Beach Rd.  

The septic system is a State approved replacement system for a 3-bedroom residence installed in 

2001with waivers due to location. Tim Bray shared with the Board that because there is a change in 

use of the property from a residential to business and the proximity to the lake a condition should be 

placed on the Site Plan for yearly pumping and a general inspection.  

Chairman Howard summarized what had been discussed and possible conditions. 

A. Parking would be for 3 cars in designated head-in at a slight angle with posts and 

signage marking the locations. 

B. Yearly septic pumping and general inspection.  

 

Items that are outstanding include  

A. Life Safety inspection with the Fire Department representative prior to the next meeting.  

B. Lighting and type need to be noted on the Site Plan map. Preferable downward  facing 

and motion activated.  



Brief discussion with the public regarding allowing or not allowing dogs on the property. Chairman 

Howard recognized Sandy Burke who voiced that she would like to see either no dogs allowed or 

allowed during 7-day or longer stays. Mr. Rowley responded that he had originally not allowed 

dogs but found that renters continually asked for dogs to be allowed so he changed his policy. He is 

willing to re-look at not allowing dogs as it is something his wife would also prefer.  

------------- 

Minutes of January 16, 2025:   

Discussion of STR site plans that are outstanding. Saggase at 30 Winding Wood Rd (needs to obtain 

a Special Exception), Prime at 5 Winding Wood (needs to obtain a Special Exception), Li Lui at 

734 Stoney Brook. A letter will be sent requesting a consultation with the Board.  

Tim Bray brought up the idea of issuing permits to STRs once they have been through the entire 

process.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:45pm   

Respectfully submitted,  

Tamara Butcher 


