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PLANNING BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, February 19, 2026, 7:00 p.m. 

Springfield Memorial Building 

 
PRESENT: 
Mike Howard-chair 
Tim Bray-Zoning Coordinator 
Don Hill-member 
Ken Jacques-member 
Tanner Jacques-member 
Tim Josephson-Upper Valley LSRPC 
John Trachy-member 
Jen Roberts-Ex Officio 
 
ABSENT : 
Darrin Patten-member 
 
ALSO PRESENT: 
Anthony Costello, Dave Herrick, Stephen O’Neill, Rachel DeThomas, Thomas Marshall, Colby Marshall, 
Sandy Heino, David Heino, Marlo Herrick, Steve Dzubak 
 

• The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Mike Howard.  

• The Board reviewed the driveway application submitted by Colby Marshall. Mr. Thomas Marshall, 
a licensed civil engineer, shared the concept layout for the driveway on Stoney Brook Road. 
Currently, no address is assigned. Along with the concept layout, a survey prepared by Clayton Platt 
and a LiDAR scan were provided. Tim Bray shared with the Board that he had completed a site 
visit, the proposed driveway was staked and flagged, and he could share a video of walking the 
length of the proposed driveway from top to bottom. A discussion was held regarding this 
application being the first to go through the new approval process, with the Zoning Coordinator and 
Road Agent believing this is a more complicated driveway that requires review by the Planning 
Board to decide if further engineering plans and review are necessary before approval. Board 
Members asked questions regarding culvert size, observation of wetlands, and planned use of the lot 
for a single-family residence.  

• Mike Howard moved that the Planning Board to authorize the Road Agent and Zoning Coordinator 
to work with applicant Colby Marshall and have the authority to approve the driveway application. 
Don Hill seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.  

• The Board reviewed the driveway application submitted by Stephen O’Neill. Dave Herrick, 
contractor, and Anthony Costello, engineer, spoke on behalf of John Gilbert, the party interested in 
purchasing the property contingent on an approved driveway permit. Plans were submitted to the 
Board for a driveway, 20-feet wide, with drainage ditches approximately 2-feet deep, 5-feet wide, 

AGENDA: 
Appointments:  

• 7 p.m. Colby Marshall Driveway Application 
• 7:30 p.m. John Gilbert on behalf of Stephen 

O’Neill Driveway Application  
 

Review of January 15, 2026, Meeting Minutes 
 
Clean Energy NH Solar Ordinance 
 
Miscellaneous Proposed Zoning Ordinance Changes 

NOTE: The following minutes are in draft form. They are subject to review and approval by 
the Planning Board at a future meeting. Changes may be made prior to final approval.  

http://www.springfieldnh.org/


and 10-feet long. Anthony Costello stated they plan to install culverts every 300 feet. The Board 
requested updated plans that include the culverts, with sizes listed, and that the plan be stamped by 
the engineer. A discussion was held around the Fire Chief and Road Agent performing a site visit to 
approve the adequate width of the proposed driveway for emergency personnel. Sandy Heino, real 
estate agent, expressed concern because the sale is contingent on the approval of a driveway 
application and the time needed to complete this request. The Board restated that to approve the 
application, they would like to review updated plans that include culverts with sizes listed, that the 
plan meets all DOT regulations, contains a narrative from the engineer, and is stamped. There is 
time to meet these requests and review again at the March Planning Board Meeting.  

• Review of January 15, 2026, Meeting Minutes. John Trachy requested the following edits be made 
to the meeting minutes.  

1. In the agenda section, update the spelling of Joshua McGraw. 

2. In the second bulleted paragraph, add the word “that” to the second sentence to read as follows: 
“Ken Jacques moved that the Planning Board support this request.” 

3. In the third bulleted paragraph, first sub-bullet, add a semi-colon to the third sentence to read as 
follows: “Steve noted that no changes were made to the amended zoning ordinance; the only 
changes were made to the wording of the warrant article.”  

4. In the third bulleted paragraph, first sub-bullet, add a colon to the fifth sentence to read as 
follows: “The motion from the floor from the December 18, 2025, meeting was: Don Hill 
moved to add…”  

5. In the third bulleted paragraph, sixth sub-bullet, change the word “give” to “provide”; the 
sentence to read as follows: “Don Hill suggested that we hire the attorney for an hour to attend a 
Planning Board meeting to provide education on public notice requirements.”  

6. In the sixth bulleted paragraph, fourth sub-bullet, change the “packed” to “packet”; the sentence 
to read as follows: “Tim Bray showed the site plan review packet for vested applicants.” 

7. In the sixth bulleted paragraph, fourth sub-bullet, change the word “goes” to “runs” and the 
word “biannual” to “biennial”; the sentence to read as follows: “Mike Howard noticed that these 
applicants get the additional rights that the STR runs with the property and are not subject to 
biennial review of their permit.”  

8. In the seventh bulleted paragraph, third sub-bullet, delete the repeat of the word “use”; the 
sentence to read as follows: “Primary use of solar is prohibited on agricultural land.”  

9. In the seventh bulleted paragraph, third sub-bullet, change the word “singling” to “single”; the 
sentence to read as follows: “Why single out land because it was once previously farmland.”  

• Ken Jacques moved to accept the minutes as amended. John Trachy seconded the motion. Jen 
Roberts abstained. All other members voted to approve the motion.  

• The Board discussed the provided solar ordinance template by Clean Energy New Hampshire. Steve 
Dzubak shared that thirty towns in New Hampshire have used and tweaked this template to 
implement solar zoning ordinances in their communities. The Board polled the members willing to 
take this template and create a draft solar zoning ordinance that the Board could then review. Jen 
Roberts and Steve Dzubak stated they would work on this project.  

• The Board discussed the miscellaneous proposed zoning ordinance changes document, beginning 
with definitions. A discussion was held regarding whether definitions need to be included in zoning 
ordinances, because the NH RSAs include definitions. Tim Bray noted that definitions only need to 
be included in Springfield zoning ordinances if the definition is specific to Springfield. A discussion 
was held regarding the fact the RSAs contain definitions and are always evolving. Having the 
Springfield zoning ordinances reference the RSAs allows for a living document that does not need 
to be updated if the RSAs are amended.  

• The Board discussed the other proposed miscellaneous zoning ordinance changes, specifically the 
housekeeping amendments listed on pages 6 and 7. Don Hill thanked John Trachy for the well-
thought-out work that he did to compile these housekeeping changes that need to be made to clean 
up the zoning ordinances. The Board came to a consensus that they would hold a work session to 



work on a single document, redline, and make proposed changes for 2027. The Board came to a 
consensus to take up the NH Clean Energy Solar Ordinance template first, then move on to editing 
definitions and the proposed housekeeping changes for the zoning ordinances.  

• Ken Jacques asked if there was any movement on applicants going through the new process for 
STRs to receive a CUP. Tim Bray gave a quick update on the current vested applicants' status and 
said that we have not received any new applications for the new CUP process. Tim Bray noted that a 
more detailed explanation can be found in his Zoning Coordinator update in the Select Board’s 
minutes.  

• John Trachy noted that the draft CIP minutes and the draft CIP plan were not currently on the 
website. It was requested that the CIP minutes and plan be added to the website.  

• Mike Howard asked if there was any new business for the Planning Board. There was no new 
business brought forward. 

• Mike Howard adjourned the meeting at 9:05 p.m.  

 

 

Submitted by: Emily Rogers, Administrative Assistant 
 


